Congress of the Enited States

PBouge of Representatives

Washington, BE 20515
February 17,2016

Andrew Slavitt

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W., Room 445-G
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Acting Administrator Slavitt:

As CMS develops the 2017 Advance Notice and Draft Call Letter for Medicare
Advantage and Part D, we ask that you establish payment and regulatory policies for
2017 that avoid further payment cuts to the program, maintain stable coverage options for
beneficiaries, and support innovations that are crucial to meeting the health care needs of
17 million seniors and individuals with disabilities.

Every day we hear from seniors in our districts who benefit significantly from the
innovative, coordinated care they receive through their Medicare Advantage plan. These
personal stories reinforce seniors' overwhelming satisfaction with the program, their
coverage, and the services their plans provide. Medicare Advantage makes a difference
in the health and quality of life for millions of beneficiaries across the country.

Medicare Advantage plans have a long history of focusing on prevention and early
detection of chronic diseases as part of a patient-centered approach to care. MA’s clinical
models, such as in-home primary care visits, result in improved outcomes for seniors
every day. Independent research findings show that Medicare Advantage enrollees have
reduced length of hospital stays” and lower incidence of emergency services and hip and
knee replacements in accordance with national guidelines when compared to
beneficiaries in the traditional Medicare program.’

This coordinated approach to care is responsible for improvements across the health
system and is a powerful example of how to move away from episodic, fee-for-service
toward high quality, value-based care. Recent research shows that Medicare Advantage
plans' care coordination efforts “spill over” into the fee-for-service Medicare program,

! National Survey on Medicare Plan Satisfaction, found at http://morningconsult.com/polls/national-
seniors-poll-medicare-plan-satisfaction/

* Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project “Statistical Brief #
198: Hospital Stays in Medicare Advantage Versus the Traditional Medicare Fee-for-Service Program,
2013.” December 2015.

7 Ayanian, John Z. Landon, Bruce E. Newhouse, Joseph P. et. al. Analysis of Medicare Advantage HMOs
Compared with Traditional Medicare Shows Lower Use of Many Services During 2003-09. Health Affairs
31 No. 12: 1-9. December 2012.




leading to reductions in preventable hospitalizations and other improvements in the value
of care. By continuing a strong and stable Medicare Advantage program, we can provide
a platform for launching future reforms to improve health care quality for all Americans.

Medicare Advantage plans also provide a critical health care safety net for millions of
beneficiaries with low incomes or complex health needs. Approximately 37 percent of
Medicare beneficiaries who choose Medicare Advantage have annual incomes of $20,000
or less.” To address the needs of these financially vulnerable individuals — as well as
those who have multiple chronic conditions or complex needs — Medicare Advantage
plans have developed specific programs to help support enrollees with their treatment
regimens. Medicare Advantage plans also cap the out-of-pocket costs paid by their
enrollees, protecting them from high costs that might otherwise threaten their financial
security, and they improve their quality of life by providing additional benefits, such as
vision and hearing services, that are not covered under the Medicare fee-for-service
program.

Looking to the future, we believe it is critically important to preserve the Medicare
Advantage program as a model for modernizing the Medicare program as a whole. To
advance this effort, we strongly urge you to ensure no cuts to the Medicare Advantage
program and establish payment and regulatory policies that promote stability and
preserve health plan choices for Medicare beneficiaries who are counting on the
Administration and Congress to protect their Medicare Advantage coverage.

Sincerely,

@M A‘fm 77 bl Miuphe

BRETT GUTHRIE PATRICK E. MURPHY

Tom Zé'lb VY-73

/O%/(uw LAt Ao

4 Baicker, Katherine, Chernew, Michael, Robbins, Jacob. The spillover effects of Medicare managed care:
Medicare Advantage and hospital utilization. Jowrnal of Health Economics Vol. 32 1289-1300. September
2013.

> America’s Health Insurance Plans Center for Health Policy and Research, “Medicare Advantage
Demographics Report” (February 2015).
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Signers:

Brett Guthrie, KY-02
Patrick E. Murphy, FL-18
Ralph Abraham, M.D., LA-05
Alma Adams, NC-12

Pete Aguilar, CA-31

Rick W. Allen, GA-12
Mark Amodei, NV-02
Brad Ashford, NE-02
Brian Babin, TX-36

Lou Barletta, PA-11

Andy Barr, KY-06

Joe Barton, TX-006

Karen Bass, CA-37

Joyce Beatty, OH-03

Dan Benishek, M.D., MI-01
Ami Bera, M.D., CA-07
Gus M. Bilirakis, FL-12
Mike Bishop, MI-08
Sanford D. Bishop, GA-02
Diane Black, TN-06
Marsha Blackburn, TN-07
Rod Blum, IA-1

Earl Blumenauer, OR-03
Suzanne Bonamici, OR-01
Mike Bost, IL-12

Charles Boustany, Jr., M.D., LA-03
Brendan F. Boyle, PA-13
Robert A. Brady, PA-01
Jim Bridenstine, OK-01
Susan W. Brooks, IN-05
Corrine Brown, FL-05
Julia Brownley, CA-26
Vern Buchanan, FL-16
Ken Buck, CO-04

Larry Bucshon, IN-08
Cheri Bustos, 1L-17

G.K. Butterfield, NC-01
Bradley Byrne, AL-01



Ken Calvert, CA-42

Tony Cérdenas, CA-29
Earl L. "Buddy" Carter, GA-01
Matt Cartwright, PA-17
Steve Chabot, OH-01
Yvette D. Clarke, NY-09
Curt Clawson, FL-19

Mike Coffman, CO-06
Steve Cohen, TN-09

Tom Cole, OK-04

Chris Collins, NY-27
Doug Collins, GA-09
Barbara Comstock, VA-10
Mike Conaway, TX-11
Gerald E. Connolly, VA-11
Paul Cook, CA-08

Jim Costa, CA-16

Ryan A. Costello, PA-06
Kevin Cramer, ND-AL
Rick Crawford, AR-01
Ander Crenshaw, FL-04
Joseph Crowley, NY-14
John Culberson, TX-07
Carlos Curbelo, FL-26
Danny K. Davis, IL-07
Rodney Davis, IL-13
Susan Davis, CA-53

Peter DeFazio, OR-04
John Delaney, MD-06
Suzan DelBene, WA-01
Jeff Denham, CA-10
Charles W. Dent, PA-15
Ron DeSantis, FL.-06
Mark DeSaulnier, CA-11
Scott DesJarlais, M.D., TN-04
Ted Deutch, FL.-21

Mario Diaz-Balart, FI1.-25
Robert J. Dold, IL-10
Daniel M. Donovan, Jr., NY-11
Mike Doyle, PA-14



Sean Duffy, Wi-07

Jeff Duncan, SC-03

John J. Duncan, Jr., TN-02
Keith Ellison, MN-05
Renee Ellmers, NC-02
Tom Emmer, MN-06

Eliot Engel, NY-16
Elizabeth H. Esty, CT-05
Blake Farenthold, TX-27
Chaka Fattah, PA-02
Stephen Fincher, TN-08
Mike Fitzpatrick, PA-08
Chuck Fleischmann, TN-03
John Fleming, M.D., LA-04
Bill Flores, TX-17

J. Randy Forbes, VA-04
Jeff Fortenberry, NE-01
Lois Frankel, F1.-22

Trent Franks, AZ-08
Rodney Frelinghuysen, NJ-11
John Garamendi, CA-03
Bob Gibbs, OH-07

Chris Gibson, NY-19

Bob Goodlatte, VA-06
Trey Gowdy, SC-04

Gwen Graham, FL-02

Kay Granger, TX-12
Garret Graves, LA-06

Sam Graves, MO-06

Alan S. Grayson, FL-09

H. Morgan Griffith, VA-09
Glenn Grothman, WI-06
Frank Guinta, NH-01
Janice Hahn, CA-44
Richard Hanna, NY-22
Cresent Hardy, NV-04
Gregg Harper, MS-03
Andy Harris, MD-01
Vicky Hartzler, MO-04
Alcee L. Hastings, FL-20




Denny Heck, WA-10

Joe Heck, D.O., NV-03
Jeb Hensarling, TX-05
Jaime Herrera Beutler, WA-03
Jody Hice, GA-10

Brian Higgins, NY-26
French Hill, AR-02
George Holding, NC-13
Michael M. Honda, CA-17
Richard Hudson, NC-08
Tim Huelskamp, KS-01
Bill Huizenga, MI-02
Randy Hultgren, 1L-14
Duncan Hunter, CA-50
Will Hurd, TX-23

Robert Hurt, VA-05

Steve Israel, NY-03
Darrell E. Issa, CA-49
Sheila Jackson-Lee, TX-18
Evan Jenkins, WV-03
Lynn Jenkins, CPA, KS-02
Bill Johnson, OH-06

Sam Johnson, TX-03
David Jolly, F1.-13

Walter B. Jones, NC-03
David Joyce, OH-14

John Katko, NY-24

Mike Kelly, PA-03

Robin Kelly, 1L-02

Dan Kildee, MI-05

Derek Kilmer, WA-06
Ron Kind, WI-03

Peter King, NY-02

Steve King, 1A-04

Adam Kinzinger, IL-16
Ann Kirkpatrick, AZ-01
John Kline, MN-02
Stephen Knight, CA-25
Ann McLane Kuster, NH-02
Darin LaHood, 11.-18



Doug LaMalfa, CA-01
Doug Lamborn, CO-05
Leonard Lance, NJ-07

John B. Larson, CT-01
Robert E. Latta, OH-05

Ted W. Lieu, CA-33

Frank A. LoBiondo, NJ-02
Dave Loebsack, IA-02

Zoe Lofgren, CA-19

Billy Long, MO-07

Mia Love, UT-04

Alan Lowenthal, CA-47
Frank Lucas, OK-03

Blaine Luetkemeyer, MO-03
Ben Ray Lujan, NM-03
Michelle Lujan Grisham, NM-01
Cynthia Lummis, WY-AL
Tom MacArthur, NJ-03
Sean Patrick Maloney, NY-18
Kenny Marchant, TX-24
Tom Marino, PA-10

Doris Matsui, CA-06
Michael T. McCaul, TX-10
Betty McCollum, MN-04
Patrick McHenry, NC-10
David McKinley, WV-01
Cathy McMorris Rodgers, WA-05
Martha McSally, AZ-02
Mark Meadows, NC-11
Patrick Meehan, PA-07
Gregory Meeks, NY-05
Grace Meng, NY-06

Luke Messer, IN-06

John L. Mica, FL-07
Candice Miller, MI-10

Jeff Miller, FL-01

John Moolenaar, MI-04
Alex X. Mooney, WV-02
Gwen Moore, WI-04

Seth Moulton, MA-06



Tim Murphy, PA-18

Grace F. Napolitano, CA-32
Richard Neal, MA-01
Randy Neugebauer, TX-19
Dan Newhouse, WA-04
Kristi Noem, SD-AL
Donald Norcross, NJ-01
Richard Nugent, FL-11
Devin Nunes, CA-22

Pete Olson, TX-22

Beto O'Rourke, TX-16
Steven Palazzo, MS-04
Erik Paulsen, MN-03
Donald M. Payne, Jr., NJ-10
Ed Perlmutter, CO-07
Scott Perry, PA-04

Scott H. Peters, CA-52
Collin C. Peterson, MN-07
Pedro R. Pierluisi, PR
Chellie Pingree, ME-01
Robert Pittenger, NC-09
Joseph Pitts, PA-16

Mark Pocan, WI-02

Ted Poe, TX-02

Bruce Poliquin, ME-02
Mike Pompeo, KS-04

Bill Posey, F1.-08

Mike Quigley, I1.-05

John Ratcliffe, TX-04
Tom Reed, NY-23

Dave Reichert, WA-08
Jim Renacci, OII-16

Reid Ribble, WI-08
Kathleen M. Rice, NY-04
Tom Rice, SC-07

Cedric Richmond, LA-02
Martha Roby, AL-02
David P. Roe, TN-01
Harold Rogers, KY-05
Mike D. Rogers, AL-03



Todd Rokita, IN-04

Tom Rooney, FL-17
Peter J. Roskam, IL-06
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, FL-27
Dennis A. Ross, FL-15
Keith Rothfus, PA-12
David Rouzer, NC-07
Edward R. Royce, CA-39
Raul Ruiz, M.D., CA-36
Bobby L. Rush, IL-01
Matt Salmon, AZ-05
Loretta Sanchez, CA-46
Linda T. Sanchez, CA-38
Kurt Schrader, OR-05
Austin Scott, GA-08
David Scott, GA-13

F. James Sensenbrenner, WI-05
Jose E. Serrano, NY-15
Pete Sessions, TX-32
Terri A. Sewell, AL-07
Brad Sherman, CA-30
John Shimkus, IL-15

Bill Shuster, PA-09
Mike Simpson, ID-02
Kyrsten Sinema, AZ-09
Adam Smith, WA-09
Adrian Smith, NE-03
Chris Smith, NJ-04
Jason Smith, MO-08
Lamar Smith, TX-21
Elise Stefanik, NY-21
Chris Stewart, UT-02
Steve Stivers, OH-15
Eric Swalwell, CA-15
Mark Takai, HI-01

Glenn "GT" Thompson, PA-05
Mac Thornberry, TX-13
Scott Tipton, CO-03
Norma J. Torres, CA-35
Dave Trott, MI-11



Michael R. Turner, OH-10
David G. Valadao, CA-21
Juan Vargas, CA-51

Marc Veasey, TX-33
Nydia Velazquez, NY-07
Ann Wagner, MO-02

Tim Walberg, MI-07

Greg Walden, OR-02
Mark Walker, NC-06
Jackie Walorski, IN-02
Mimi Walters, CA-45
Daniel Webster, FL-10
Brad Wenstrup, OH-02
Bruce Westerman, AR-04
Lynn Westmoreland, GA-03
Ed Whitfield, KY-01
Roger Williams, TX-25
Frederica S. Wilson, FL-24
Joe Wilson, SC-02

Robert J. Wittman, VA-01
Steve Womack, AR-03
Rob Woodall, GA-07

John Yarmuth, KY-03
Kevin Yoder, KS-03

Ted S. Yoho, D.V.M., FL-03
David Young, IA-03

Don Young, AK-AL

Todd Young, IN-09

Lee M. Zeldin, NY-01
Ryan Zinke, MT



